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From the SIEL President & SIEL ExCon

SIEL Stament concerning the situation
in Ukraine 

The news of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has left us shocked. We are following the
latest developments with great concern and a heavy heart. Many Ukrainians are
active members of SIEL and we all know them to be hard-working and talented
scholars and legal practitioners striving to achieve a better future for their
homeland. The Ukrainian people are strong and resilient, and the global community
supports Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

We stand in solidarity with all our Ukrainian friends and colleagues and remain
hopeful that there will be a solution to this terrible situation soon.

Warm regards,

With this message, we offer our Ukrainian friends and colleagues our sincere and
heartfelt moral support. We admire Ukraine’s tireless efforts to preserve peace
against the odds and the immense courage its population is showing in these
difficult times.

Peter Van den Bossche, President of SIEL and the SIEL Executive Council

Dear SIEL members,

Publications p. 5.
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Message from the VPs

This year is a non-conference year, meaning that we will have more time to address necessary SIEL housekeeping but also to reflect on how we
can further strengthen SIEL as an organisation. 

One of the projects we are undertaking in 2022 is a membership drive. We will be discussing pathways to reach a larger audience and welcome
any input or leads from the SIEL membership. 

While we won't be organizing a biennial this year, we are actively working on the selection of the host institution for SIEL 2023. Please keep an
eye out for the announcement of the host institution. 

Finally, we will continue to host our very successful SIEL Conversations. As with everything else, if you have suggestions for topics please don't
hesitate to get in touch. 

With best wishes, 

Isabelle and Markus, SIEL Executive Vice-Presidents

Scholarships & Vacancies 

Dear SIEL Community,

We wish to welcome the new members of SIEL's Executive Council who were successful in the December elections: Tracey Epps, Rodrigo
Polanco, Tetyana Payosova, Geraldo Vidigal, Todd Weiler, and Victor Saco. Please join us in welcoming them into their leadership positions. 

Two post-doctoral positions at the University Center of Brasilia (CEUB)

The Master/PhD Law and Public Policy Program of the University Center of Brasilia (Brazil) offers two Post-Doctoral Positions for a
period of 12 months, due to start in April 2022. The starting period can be adjusted if need be. Interested candidates must send their
application to Professor Nitish Monebhurrun (nitish.monebhurrun@ceub.edu.br) before the 15th March 2022. Information here.
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Lee Kong Chian Visiting Professor (The SIngapore Management University) 

The Singapore Management University (SMU), Yong Pung How School of Law invites distinguished scholars to apply for the Lee Kong
Chian Visiting Professor (LKC Visiting Professor) position, for a period for two months. This visiting professorship provides a unique
opportunity for international scholars to develop academic networks and explore legal issues related to Singapore, ASEAN and Asia. The
application deadline is 15 April 2022. More information is available here.
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PhD Scholarships in the Regulation of the Data Revolution at the UNSW

The Faculty of Law & Justice, UNSW Sydney, wishes to offer two PhD scholarships for applicants with outstanding research potential and
an interest in how society might best regulate the rise of data and its algorithmic analysis. Preference may go to topics in the context of
the finance industry, but other contexts are also welcome. The starting date is flexible. Applications open until both scholarships are
awarded. More information is available here.
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https://www.uniceub.br/pdp/mestrado-e-doutorado/direito/mestrado-e-doutorado-em-direito
https://law.smu.edu.sg/law/about/careers/lkcvisitingprof
https://www.unsw.edu.au/law-justice/study/postgraduate-research/doctor-philosophy-phd/phd-scholarships-regulation-data-revolution
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Interviews

How did you become involved in SIEL?

My first involvement with SIEL was when I attended the ASIL-IELG's November 2006 conference, held
in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, where the idea for SIEL was initially conceived. I was doing my SJD
at the University of Toronto at the time, and it was a memorable experience. I have since attended
the SIEL biennial conferences in 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2018.

Tracey Epps

Why did you become interested in serving on the Executive Council?

I have always valued attending SIEL conferences. In my career to date, I have worked as an academic
(at the University of Otago, 2007-present), government official (for the New Zealand 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2009-2016), and private practitioner (running the Trade Law Practice at Chapman Tripp, 2016-2022).
Given this diversity of experience, I really appreciate the effort that SIEL puts in to bringing together academics, government officials and
practitioners as I believe that each group has a lot to learn from the other. At the start of 2022, I established myself as an independent trade
law and policy consultant (based in Wellington, New Zealand). This seemed like the perfect time to step up my involvement with SIEL as I see
consultancy as an opportunity to work across academia (even if I am never a “real” academic!), government, and the private sector. I am very
grateful to those who voted for me and am really looking forward to getting involved.

What are the main projects on which you would like to work in your new role?

I am very open to different projects and don’t want to preclude anything. However, I would be particularly interested in helping to coordinate
involvement in the Pacific region, as I am very interested in seeing how smaller economies can best participate in the global system and would
be keen to see involvement from Pacific Island states, not only New Zealand and Australia.

Apart from your service for SIEL, what kind of work do you do?

A wide variety of mostly trade-related work – over the last few years I have worked with a number of Pacific Island governments on
implementation of PACER Plus, with the New Zealand government on various issues, and a variety of private sector clients on issues ranging
from market access to sanctions compliance. I have also been involved in Track II diplomacy between New Zealand and various Asian States
and teach a summer school course for the University of Otago Faculty of Law each year (alternating International Trade Law and International
Investment Law).

How did you become involved in SIEL?

I joined SIEL at the start of my PhD and became actively involved through PEPA, the Network of
Postgraduate and Early Professionals/Academics, in particular when the São Paulo conference was
organized in 2014. I went on to assist in the organization of the Milan conference in 2015 and
became a co-organizer of the 2016 edition, in partnership with the University of Luxembourg. This
was a great experience. Many joint projects, opportunities, and friendships came out of the PEPAs
and the people I met there. I cannot recommend them enough to early academics and professionals.

Geraldo Vidigal

Why did you become interested in serving on the Executive Council?

Since 2016, my involvement in SIEL had been that of a regular member and active participant in debates and activities. When the pandemic hit,
I started following SIEL Conversations online and thought this was a fantastic project. I went on to take part in the October 2021 Conversation
about Institutions and Dispute Settlement under the WTO and RTAs and, from that, got in touch with the Executive Committee and started
considering deeper involvement.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracey-epps-trade-lawyer/?originalSubdomain=nz
https://www.uva.nl/en/profile/v/i/g.vidigal/g.-vidigal.html
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Interviews

What are the main projects on which you would like to work in your new role?

I believe SIEL Conversations in particular are a great success and deserve to be continued after the pandemic. We take online events for
granted these days and are even (understandably) overwhelmed by them at the moment. However, the online format permits, with a bit of
dedication and personal generosity, dialogues and discussions that it would otherwise take months, thousands of dollars, and lots of carbon
emissions to accomplish - not to speak of the fact that they allow us to overcome at least some of the difficulties that voices from outside
North America and Europe face in taking part of the global conversation.

Apart from your service for SIEL, what kind of work do you do?

I have had some involvement in practice and am currently a full-time academic, teaching and researching international economic law and
international dispute settlement at the University of Amsterdam. I am managing editor of a long-running journal, Legal Issues of Economic
Integration (Kluwer), which I invite all SIEL members to consider for their submissions, and Theme Developer for International Economic Law at
Oxford International Organizations (OUP). This semester I am based in Berlin, as a fellow at the Berlin-Potsdam Interdisciplinary Research
Group "International Rule of Law - Rise or Decline?". This is a fascinating topic about which we tend to have little more than unreflected
opinions; being invited to consider the question more detainedly, and trying to gaze deeper into what we may mean by this term - also but not
only in international economic relations - has been highly stimulating.

How did you become involved in SIEL?

I got interested in IEL as a student when the WTO was established and bilateral treaties proliferated.
When SIEL was founded I was immediately thrilled to be able to meet colleagues and researchers at
the global level with similar interests. It is a great place to meet colleagues whom I have sometimes
been working with for years and new faces. I have often participated in its meetings met many
colleagues through this network which led often to interesting cooperation projects and publications.  

Andreas Ziegler

Why did you become interested in serving on the Executive Council?

I have been the President of the Swiss Branch of the International Law Association (ILA) for a long time and serve since this year as President of
the Swiss Society of International Law. These activities have shown me how important it is to have a team of committed colleagues with whom
you share the work of keeping these institutions alive and make them successful. Not everybody has to have the same level of activity all the
time but whenever one has an opportunity to take part in this I find it really important. It is also an interesting task as one gets a different view
of things and is confronted with problems that one was maybe never even aware of. It is is very rewarding to make the organization the place
for which I joined it in the first place.    

What are the main projects on which you would like to work in your new role?

After the pandemic it seems particularly important to me to resume the normal rhythm and activities of the organization. Therefore the
organization of the ordinary biennial meetings as well as the coordination of specific events potentially co-organized with other bodies have
priority for me. The webpage and social media are equally important to keep in contact and allow everybody to participate even when travelling
is not possible or desirable. As a Professor I would like to make the resources of the organization even more available to students and young
researchers interested in IEL.

Apart from your service for SIEL, what kind of work do you do?

I mentioned already my teaching and research as a Chair of Public International Law at the University of Lausanne and my involvement in a
number of other academic and learned societies. Currently I am a Rapporteur of an ILA committee on the rule of law in international
investment law. An additional research and teaching stream I have discovered and given a lot of attention to in recent years are the rights of
LGBTI persons. There is still a lot of work to be done at international and domestic level. Even in the field of IEL one finds interesting work
undertaken by the OECD, the World Bank or ins specific bilateral treaties . But I find it also important to see the "real world where people
live, work and die" (language borrowed from an early WTO AB Report on Hormones as some may remember) and look beyond trade 
and investment disciplines and how they affect human well-being, development and justice.

https://applicationspub.unil.ch/interpub/noauth/php/Un/UnPers.php?PerNum=57333&LanCode=8
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Calls for Papers & Events

Daniel Bradlow D. & Magalie L. Masamba, (eds.), COVID-19 and Sovereign Debt: The case of SADC (Pretoria University Law Press 2022)

Ely Caetano Xavier Junior & Fabio Morosini, El estándar de trato justo y equitativo. In: Jose Manuel Alvarez Zarate, Maciej Zenkiewicz (eds). El Derecho
Internacional de las Inversiones - Desarrollo Actual de Normas y Principios, p. 417-453 (Universidad Externado de Colombia, 2021)

Fabio Morosini & Ely Caetano Xavier Junior, Developments in International Investment Law and Policy in the Americas. In: Lisa E. Sachs, Lise J. Johnson, Jesse
Coleman (eds.) Yearbook on International Investment Law & Policy 2020, p. 325-345 (Oxford University Press, 2021)

Ilaria Espa and Brigitta Imeli, Switzerland-based private sustainability standards and WTO law, WTI Working Paper No. 02/2022

James Thuo Gathii & Olabisi D. Akinkugbe, Judicialization of Election Disputes in Africa's International Courts, 84 Law and Contemporary Problems 181-218
(2022) 

James T. Gathii and Olabisi D. Akinkugbe, Co-Editors in Chief, The African Journal of International Law, Issue 2, (2021), Available Online and Open Access:
https://www.afronomicslaw.org/journal/volume-2-afjiel-2021 

José Rijo, Customs Law in the European Union: Legal, Doctrinal and Jurisprudential Framework (Kluwer Law International 2021)

Mandy Meng Fang and Weihuan Zhou, Greening the Road: China’s Low-carbon Energy Transition and International Trade Regulation (2022) 35 Leiden Journal
of International Law 1-22

Niclas Landmann, Legitimate Expectations and Fair-and-Equitable-Treatment under the Energy Charter Treaty, A Comparative Analysis of the Renewable Energy
Cases (Nomos 2022)

Panagiotis Delimatsis and Leonie Reins (Eds.), Trade and Environmental Law (Edward Elgar Publishing as part of the Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law
series, Vol. XI, 2021)

Pasha L. Hsieh, Shaping New Interregionalism: The EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and Beyond, Leiden Journal of International Law, Volume 35(1), pp. 129-
54 (2022)

Peter Van den Bossche and Werner Zdouc, The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organization, 5th ed. (Cambridge University Press 2021)

Peter Van den Bossche, The TRIPS Agreement and WTO Dispute Settlement: Past, Present and Future. In: Christopher Heath and Anselm Kamperman Sanders
(Eds.), 25 Years of the TRIPS Agreement - Past, Present, Future, p. 257-275 (Kluwer Law International 2022)

Peter Van den Bossche, Is there a Future for the WTO Appellate Body and WTO Dispute Settlement? WTI Working Paper No. 01/2022

Rafael Leal-Arcas, Climate Clubs for a Sustainable Future: The Role of International Trade and Investment Law (Kluwer Law International 2021)

Rodrigo Polanco & Felipe Ferreira, International investment and human rights in Latin America: A quest for balance. In: Sufyan Droubi and Cecilia Juliana Flores
Elizondo (Eds.), Latin America and international investment law. A mosaic of resistance, published by Manchester University Press (2022), pp. 261-294.
 
Weihuan Zhou and James Laurenceson, Demystifying Australia – China Trade Tensions (2022) 56(1) Journal of World Trade 51-86
 
Weihuan Zhou, Rethinking the (CP)TPP As A Model for Regulation of Chinese State-Owned Enterprises (2021) 24(3) Journal of 
International Economic Law 572-590

11th Conference of the Postgraduate and Early Professionals/Academics Network of the Society of International
Economic Law (PEPA/SIEL) – University of Birmingham, 8-10 June 2022 

The 2022 PEPA/SIEL Conference will be held at Birmingham Law School, University of Birmingham in hybrid form on Wednesday 8th to Friday
10th June 2022. SIEL’s Postgraduate and Early Professionals/Academics Network (PEPA/SIEL) is interested in fostering collaboration and
mentoring opportunities for emerging academics and professionals in international economic law. PEPA/SIEL fulfils these goals through
various activities, including organising conferences at which emerging academics and professionals in the field of international economic law
can present and discuss their research in a supportive and welcoming environment. Interested participants are invited to submit their paper
abstract (no more than 400 words) including a short bio (no more than 300 words)  by 11:59 pm GMT on 15 March 2022. The organizers
welcome submissions on any topic relating to international economic law. More information and a detailed call for papers is available here.

80th Biennial International Law Conference, 19 – 24 June 2022, Lisbon, Portugal

The 80th Biennial International Law Conference of the International Law Association will take place on 19-24 June in Lisbon, Portugal. The
theme of the conference is "International law - our common good". Registration is open on the conference website.

Publications

https://www.afronomicslaw.org/journal/volume-2-afjiel-2021
https://www.sielnet.org/11th-conference-of-the-postgraduate-and-early-professionals-academics-network-of-the-society-of-international-economic-law-pepa-siel-university-of-birmingham-8-10-june-2022/
https://ila2022.org/

