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Description

Sanctions and the Rules-Based International Economic Order 

The past months have seen a significant expansion and intensification of the phenomenon of
“international sanctions”, unilateral economic measures adopted by individual states and the European
Union to respond to what they perceive as unlawful or undesirable behavior performed or tolerated by
other states.
    
The recent wave of economic sanctions, imposed on Russia following the invasion of Ukraine, is
unprecedented in many ways. At the same time, it follows a trend of unilateral behavior replacing action
within global fora such as the World Trade Organization as a means of addressing economic and
political disputes at the international level.

As a matter of their consequences for the global economic order, this multiplication of unilateral
measures, compounded with the demise of the WTO Appellate Body, may signal the breakdown of a
rules-based multilateral order. Some of the actors adopting these measures, however, claim that they
are in fact the instruments required to preserve rules-based interaction in the absence of authoritative
compulsory adjudication.

In this SIEL Conversation, participants examine this wave of unilateral economic measures, discuss their
implications for the global political and economic order, and consider the role of law and the prospects
for legal regulation in this so-called "geoconomic" world order. Speakers in this Conversation are Chad
Bown (Peterson Institute for International Economics), Ingrid Wuerth (Vanderbilt Law School), Samantha
Atayde (RRH Consultores) and Michael Ewing-Chow (National University of Singapore). The Conversation
is moderated by Vitaliy Pogoretskyy (Advisory Centre for WTO Law).
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Participant Bios

Ingrid Wuerth is the Helen Strong Curry Chair in International Law at Vanderbilt Law
School and co-Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal of International Law. She has
previously served on the State Department’s Advisory Committee on Public International
Law. She is a member of the American Law Institute and was named as a Reporter for the
Restatement (Fourth) of the Foreign Relations Law of the United States. She has received
numerous honors and fellowships and is currently a Fellow at the Berlin/Potsdam
Interdisciplinary Research Group “International Rule of Law – Rise or Decline?”.

Chad P. Bown is the Reginald Jones Senior Fellow at the Peterson Institute for International
Economics in Washington, DC. His research examines international trade laws and
institutions, trade negotiations, and trade disputes. He is the host of Trade Talks, a podcast
about the economics of international trade and policy co-hosted with Soumaya Keynes.
Bown previously served as senior economist for international trade and investment in the
White House on the Council of Economic Advisers and most recently as a lead economist at
the World Bank, conducting research and advising developing country governments on
international trade policy for seven years.

Samantha Atayde is Partner at RRH Consultores S.C. in Mexico City. She concentrates on
international trade law and investment arbitration. She previously worked at the Office of
the General Counsel for International Trade, Ministry of Economy of Mexico for over 13
years, participating in international trade negotiations, including TPP/CPTPP, Pacific Alliance,
Mexico-Peru FTA, Mexico-Central America FTA and Mexico-Panama FTAs. As General
Counsel, she was Lead Lawyer for the USMCA negotiations and the Modernization of the
Mexico-EU FTA and represented the Government of Mexico in WTO disputes and several
arbitration proceedings before ICSID.
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Participant Bios

Vitaliy Pogoretskyy is Counsel at the Advisory Centre for WTO Law in Geneva, having
previously worked as dispute settlement lawyer at the WTO Secretariat, Rules Division, and
prior to that as a civil servant of the Government of Ukraine. He is a Member of the
Ukrainian Bar and has worked at a Brussels-based law firm, where he advised governments
of developing countries and regional inter-governmental organisations on various aspects
of WTO law and EU law. He holds a Master’s from the World Trade Institute and a PhD from
the Centre for Energy, Petroleum & Mineral Law & Policy, University of Dundee (United
Kingdom). 

Michael Ewing-Chow is Associate Professor and the WTO Chair at the Faculty of Law,
National University of Singapore (NUS). He has a First Class Honours degree in law from
NUS and a Masters from Harvard Law School, and was an Emile Noel Fellow at New York
University. Prior to joining NUS, he worked in Allen & Gledhill. He was involved in the
negotiations for some of Singapore’s early FTAs and has been a consultant to the Singapore
Government, the ADB, ASEAN, UNCTAD, the World Bank and the WTO. Michael also co-
founded aidha, an NGO which provides financial education and microfinance opportunities
for domestic migrant workers.
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